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URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Mantralaya, (Main Building), 4th Floor, Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mumbai 400 032, dated the 15th December 2021.

NOTIFICATION

MAHARASHTRA MUNICIPAL COUNCILS, NAGAR PANCHAYATS AND INDUSTRIAL TOWNSHIPS ACT,
1965.

No.MCO-2021/C.R.192/UD-14.— Whereas, by the Maharashtra Municipal Councils, Nagar
Panchayats and Industrial Townships (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021 (Maharashtra Ordinance
No. V of 2021), the Maharashtra Municipal Councils, Nagar Panchayats and Industrial
Townships Act, 1965 (Mah. XL of 1965) has been amended to provide that each of the wards in

the Councils shall elect, as far as possible, two Councillors but not more than three Councillors ;

And Whereas, to give effect to the said provisions, it is considered expedient to frame the
rules regarding the manner of allotment and rotation of reservation of seats of Councillors in
wards in the Councils for women and the candidates belonging to the Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Backward Class of Citizens ;

And Whereas, the Government of Maharashtra is satisfied that circumstances exist which
render it necessary to take immediate action in this behalf, by dispensing with the condition of

previous publication of these rules ;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (q) of sub-section (2) of section
17 read with section 321 of the Maharashtra Municipal Councils, Nagar Panchayats and
Industrial Townships Act, 1965 (Mah. XL of 1965), and of all other powers enabling it in that
behalf, and in supersession of all earlier notifications, orders, rules, etc., issued in this behalf, the
Government of Maharashtra, after consultation with the State Election Commissioner, hereby

makes the following rules, namely :—

1. Short title.— These rules may be called the Maharashtra Municipal Councils (Manner of

Allotment and Rotation of Reservation of Seats of Councillors in Wards) Rules, 2021.
2. Definitions.— (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “Act” means the Maharashtra Municipal Councils, Nagar Panchayats and Industrial
Townships Act, 1965 (Mah. XL of 1965) ;

(b) “ward” means the territorial constituencies into which the area of the Council is
divided for the purpose of electing Councillors.

(2) Words and expressions used in these rules but not defined hereinabove shall have the
same meanings as respectively assigned to them in the Act.
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3. Manner of allotment and rotation of seats reserved for the Scheduled Castes.—(1) For
reserving seats of Councillors for the candidates belonging to the Scheduled Castes, the wards
shall be first arranged in descending order, beginning with a ward where the percentage of
population of the Scheduled Castes with regard to the total population of such ward is the
highest.

(2) Where the number of seats of Councillors to be reserved for the candidates belonging to
the Scheduled Castes is equal to or less than the number of wards in a Council, one seat in each
ward shall be allotted to the Scheduled Castes, beginning in the descending order, with the ward
having the highest percentage of population of the Scheduled Castes :

Provided that, the seats reserved under this sub-rule shall be rotated, as far as possible, in
the subsequent elections to the Council to such wards in which no such seat had been previously
reserved for the Scheduled Castes until such reservation is provided by rotation in each of the

wards in the Council.

(3) Where the number of seats of Councillors to be reserved for the candidates belonging to

the Scheduled Castes is more than the number of wards in the Council, then,—
(a) firstly, one seat in each ward shall be allotted to the Scheduled Castes ; and

(b) thereafter, for the purpose of allotting the remaining reserved seats, beginning in
the descending order with the ward having the highest percentage of population of the
Scheduled Castes, one seat in the ward, shall be allotted to the Scheduled Castes till all the

seats to be reserved for the Scheduled Castes are allotted :

Provided that, the seats reserved under this sub-rule shall be rotated, as far as possible, in
the subsequent elections to the Council to such wards in which one such seat had been previously
reserved for Scheduled Castes, until such reservation is provided by rotation in each of the wards

in the Council.

4. Manner of allotment and rotation of seats reserved for the Scheduled Tribes.—(1) For
reserving seats of Councillors for the candidates belonging to the Scheduled Tribes, the wards
shall be first arranged in descending order beginning with a ward where the percentage of

population of the Scheduled Tribes with regard to the total population of such ward is the highest.

(2) Where the number of seats of Councillors to be reserved for the candidates belonging to
the Scheduled Tribes is equal to or less than the number of wards in a Council, one seat in each
ward shall be allotted to the Scheduled Tribes, beginning in the descending order, with the ward
having the highest percentage of population of the Scheduled Tribes :

Provided that, the seats reserved under this sub-rule shall be rotated, as far as possible, in
the subsequent elections to the Council to such wards in which no such seat had been previously
reserved for the Scheduled Tribes until such reservation is provided by rotation in each of the

wards in the Council.

(3) Where the number of seats of Councillors to be reserved for the candidates belonging to

the Scheduled Tribes, is more than the number of wards in a Council, then,—
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(a) firstly, one seat in each ward shall be allotted to the Scheduled Tribes ; and

(b) thereafter, for the purpose of allotting the remaining reserved seats, beginning in
the descending order with the ward having the highest percentage of population of the
Scheduled Tribes, one seat in the ward, shall be allotted to the Scheduled Tribes till all the

seats to be reserved for the Scheduled Tribes are allotted :

Provided that, the seats reserved under this sub-rule shall be rotated, as far as possible, in
the subsequent elections to the Council to such wards in which one such seat had been previously
reserved for Scheduled Tribes, until such reservation is provided by rotation in each of the wards

in the Council.

5. Manner of reservation, where the seat in the ward may be allotted to both, Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes.—While allotting the seats of Councillors to be reserved for the Scheduled
Castes or the Scheduled Tribes, if on the basis of the percentage of population of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, the same ward qualifies for reservation of seats for both, the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, then a seat in such ward shall be reserved for either

of these two categories, depending on whose percentage of population is higher in that ward.

6. Manner of allotment of seats for the Backward Class of Citizens.— (1) The seats of
Councillors to be reserved for the candidates belonging to the Backward Class of Citizens shall be

allotted to the wards in the following manner, namely :—

(a) Where the number of seats of Councillors to be reserved for the candidates belonging
to the Backward Class of Citizens is less than the number of wards remaining after
excluding the wards having seats reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes, then,—

(7) firstly, if there is a ward with three seats and maximum one seat is reserved for
the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes, one seat for the Backward Class of
Citizens shall be allotted directly to that ward ; and

(i1) thereafter, one seat shall be allotted to the Backward Class of Citizens in every
ward selected by draw of lots from amongst the remaining wards having two seats
excluding the wards having seats reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes.

(b)Where the number of seats to be reserved for the candidates belonging to the
Backward Class of Citizens is more than the number of wards remaining, after excluding the
wards having seats reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, then,—

(Z) firstly, one seat in each ward excluding the wards having seats reserved for the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes shall be allotted for the Backward Class of

Citizens ;
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(i) secondly, where there is a ward with three seats and where in all, one seat is
reserved for the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes or the Backward Class of
Citizens, then one seat in that ward shall be directly allotted to the Backward Class of

Citizens ;

(ii1) thereafter, the remaining seats, if any, to be reserved for the Backward Class of
Citizens shall be allotted by drawing of lots from amongst the wards having two seats

where one seat is reserved for the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes ;

(iv) if even after allocation of seats for the Backward Class of Citizens as per sub-
clauses (7), (if) and (iii), some seats still remained to be reserved for the Backward Class
of Citizens, then the same shall be allotted by draw of lots from amongst all such wards

where at least one seat is not reserved for any category.

(2) The seats so reserved for the Backward Class of Citizens shall be rotated, as far as
possible, in the subsequent elections to the Council to such wards in which no seat had been
reserved in the previous elections for the Backward Class of Citizens, until such reservation is

provided by rotation in each of the wards in the Council.

7. Manner of allotment of seats for women.—(1) The number of seats of Councillors to be

reserved for women in a ward shall be as under :—
(a) In a ward having two seats, one seat shall be reserved for women.
(b) In a ward having three seats, two seats shall be reserved for women.

(2) Subject to the provisions of the proviso to clause (c) of sub-section (2) of section 9 of the
Act, the seats to be reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes or, as the case may be,
the Scheduled Tribes, shall be allotted by drawing of lots from amongst the wards having the

seats reserved for the Scheduled Castes or, as the case may be, the Scheduled Tribes.

(8) The seats to be reserved for women belonging to the Backward Class of Citizens shall be
allotted by drawing of lots from amongst the wards having the seats reserved for the Backward

Class of Citizens after excluding the wards having a seat reserved for women belonging to the
Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes.

(4) Once the seats are reserved in the appropriate wards for the woman belonging to the
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and the Backward Class of Citizens, then the remaining
seats reserved for the women shall be allotted in various wards upto the numerical limit

prescribed for such reservation under sub-rule (1).

(5) The seats reserved for the women in a particular category shall be allotted by rotation, as
far as possible, in the subsequent election of the Council after commencement of these rules, to
the wards where no such seat was allotted to women in that category in the previous elections to

the Council, till all the wards are allotted such reservation by rotation.
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8. Removal of doubt.—For the purpose of rotation under these rules, the general elections
held after the commencement of these rules shall be considered as the first election.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

PRIYANKA KULKARNI-CHHAPWALE,

Deputy Secretary to Government.
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